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Pastor’s Page 

Summertime 
 

It soon will be summer.  Spring has been nice, but I’m looking forward to some warm sunny days.  The kids 
are getting out of school, the days are getting longer, and more people are working outside.  We are starting the 
summer church schedule.  We are moving to one service on Sunday mornings and the Sunday School, Bethel, and 
Confirmation classes, choirs, and quilters are taking a much deserved summer break. 

 
When I was young, summer was my favorite time of the year.  What I liked most about summer was the 

chance to spend time doing what I wanted to do.  I didn’t have to follow the schedule of school. I didn’t have 
homework or assignments that needed to be completed.  I went to bed and woke up when I wanted.  I could play 
with my friends, ride my bike, go swimming, read books, build models, and do all the other fun things that filled 
my summer days. Although none of us can go back to the carefree summer days of our childhoods, most of us 
could probably take it a little bit easier at this time of the year. 

 
Some people who work outside such as farmers, construction workers, and landscapers are busier during the 

summer; however, even for those of us who can take it a little bit easier during the summer, we often don’t.  The 
kids don’t have school, but we fill up their days with organized sports, camps, or “summer enrichment programs.”  
Extra summer projects and activities fill up our evenings and weekends.  Vacations can easily turn into 
marathons, as we try to cram as much activity into as little time as possible.  Instead of being a time of rest and 
relaxation, summer can become a time of additional stress and strain as we try to accomplish everything we’ve 
put off all year.  It has been said that Americans worship their work, work at their play, and play at their worship.  
This is all mixed up.  It need not be this way. 

 
The gospel says that we are saved by faith and not by works, but our lives say just the opposite.  In the Bible, 

toil, sweat, and strain are God’s punishment for sin.  Rest and relaxation are God’s gifts and necessary for our 
good health.  Rest is so important that God even commands us to observe one day in seven as the Sabbath, a day 
of rest.   

 
I invite you to take it easier this summer.  Just wasting time can be good for the soul.  Turn off the television 

and the computer and spend time just being with your family and friends.  Share a game or a dinner and your 
thoughts with those you love.  Read those books you’ve always wanted to read or start that hobby you’ve always 
wanted to start.  Draw a picture, take some photographs, or visit a museum.  Relax in a garden, at a park, on the 
beach, or in your own backyard.  Ride a bike, take a walk, or sit and watch the world go by.  Pray meditate, and 
think deep thoughts.  Ask questions and ponder answers, and realize how little and how much we truly know.  
Sleep in and go to bed late or stay up all night and look at the beautiful sky.  Think about what you would truly 
like to do, and do it.  Think about what you would rather not do, and don’t do it for once. 

 
I pray and hope that for your sake and for the sake of your family, you get the chance this summer, or 

whenever you can, to move beyond the schedules and the expectations and just kick back and relax, and be filled 
with the sense of awe and wonder over what a gift life truly is. 
 
Your brother in Christ, 
 
Pastor Ferro 
(Pastor Ferro is taking his own advice by reprinting his article from the July & August 2003 Bethany News) 
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Christian Education & Youth Ministries 
Sunday School News 

Thank you very much to all our teachers: Karen Lessa, Georgann Carte, Sue Chamot, Louise DeBell, Diane 
Wagner, Sarah Todd, Jackie Krieger, Judy Zangmeister, Dick Little, Jim Morano, and Pastor Ferro.  Also, a huge 

thank you to Jonathan Canterbury for all his help and all the parents who faithfully brought their children. 
 

 

I f you are interested in teaching Sunday School for the 2008-2009 school year please call Melissa in the office 
at (216) 941-7880 

 

Confirmation – The Affirmation of Faith 
June 1, 2008 

Sunday, June 1, 2008 will  be a very important day in the lives of four young people in our congregation.  Samantha 
Campbell, Mariah Kobella, Michael Pavlik , and Benjamin Szustak will  make a public Affirmation of Faith, 
reaffirming their Baptism.  This important day culminates a two year program in which they studied the Bible, 
Luther’s Small Catechism, and learned what it means to be an adult member of a church.  Congratulations, and 
God’s Continued Blessings!  Please join Samantha, Mariah, Ben, and Mike after church on June 1st for a reception 
in their honor.   
 

Vacation Bible School -- 2008 
Rainforest Adventure – A tree top bible blast! 

July 7-11  9:00am -12:00pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To Register for our Rainforest Adventur e please fi ll  out and turn in the form included in this month’s 
Bethany News.  If you would like volunteer during the week, come to the volunteers meeting on June 7 at 
10:00am or contact Melissa at (216) 941-7880 or bethanyenglish@sbcglobal.net. 
 

Children’s Church 
Following the success of Children's Church 
last summer the education committee has 

decided to offer this option for children 2-8 
again this year. Participants will be dismissed 
from church following the children's sermon 
and will have Bible lessons tailored to their 

age. In order to make this happen we are going 
to need volunteers to teach the children for one 

or more Sundays starting June 8. If you are 
interested in volunteering please call the 

church office. (216) 941-7880. 

Kamms Corner 4th of July 
Parade 

 
Everyone loves a Parade!  Bethany will once again be
marching in the Kamms Corner Fourth of July Parade to hand
out information about Vacation Bible School.  Come get a 
little exercise and help promote Vacation Bible School.  If
you cannot march but would still like to help, you can donate
a bag or two of candy (not chocolate) that we can pass out
with the fliers.  Contact Melissa at (216) 941-7800 or 
bethanyenglish@sbcglobal.net for more information 

Day 1 – We Share…Share every good thing you have.  Galatians 6:6 
Day 2 – We Give…If we can give, we should be generous.  Romans 12:8 
Day 3 – We Grow…Grow and be happy in your faith.  Philippians 1:24 
Day 4 – We Love…We love because God loved us first.  1 John 4:19 
Day 5 – We Praise...We will praise you and thank you, Lord.  Psalm 35:18 
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